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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) social and economic conditions of maize production
farmers in Mae Chan sub-district, Umphang district, Tak province (2) knowledge of farmers about Robusta
coffee production (3) behaviors in media receiving of farmers for Robusta coffee production extension
(4) motivation and needs in the extension of Robusta coffee production (5) problems and suggestions
about Robusta coffee production extension. The population of this study was 719 maize production
farmers in Mae Chan sub-district, Umphang district, Tak province who had registered as farmers in 2021/22
production year. The sample size of 159 people was determined by using Taro Yamane formula with the
error value of 0.07 and simple random sampling method through lotto picking. Data were collected by
conducting the interview and were analyzed by using statistics such as frequency, percentage, minimum
value, maximum value, mean, and standard deviation. The results of the research revealed that (1) most of
the farmers were female with the average age of 35.93 years of age, completed early secondary school
education level, had the average member in the household of 4.55 people, and had the average labor in
the household of 4.55 people. The average agricultural area was 29.43 Rai. They used their own funding,
earned the average income from the agricultural sector of 75,345.91 Baht/year, had the average expenses
in the agricultural sector of 30,094.34 Baht/year, and had the average household debts of 71406.25
Baht/year. (2) Farmers had knowledge about Robusta coffee production at the moderate level. Most of them
had high level of knowledge in the aspect that Robusta coffee is suitable for growing at the altitude of 0 -
700 meters from the sea level. (3) Farmers needed to receive media in the form of personal media such as
village headman and agricultural extension officers at the highest level. Most of them received the news and
information for village headman about 1-5 times/week during 18.01-24.00 time period. They received the
information from the agricultural extension officers 1-5 times/week during 06.01-12.00 o’clock.Most of
them did not receive information from mass media and specific media. (4) Farmers had motivations in
Robusta coffee production at the high level on the aspects of price guarantee of Robusta coffee
production. They needed the extension regarding content and extension methods at the moderate level.
(5) Farmers encountered with the problems in Robusta coffee production at the low level. They suggested
that there should be Robusta coffee producer group establishment and the officers should go visit the

farmer crops regularly in order for both sides to develop and solve problems together.

Keywords: Extension, Robusta coffee production, replace maize production
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